MOON PALACE

What do you get to know about Marco Fogg (about his life, his childhood, his parents, his uncle)?

· he lived with his mother unteil he was eleven, then she was killed in a traffic accident

· there was no father in his picture

· his mother: a short, dark-haired woman with thin child’s wrists and delicate white fingers

· young and pretty, was only twenty-nine, when she died

· she worked for a textbook company

· sometimes she was capacle of telling jokes

· more often she was dreamy, given to mild sulks, she spreads a true sadness

· when he was older, he was left with baby-sitters at home

· she refused to duscuss about the father

· Marco imagined him as a dark-haired version of Buck Rogers, a space traveler

· after she was dead, he lived with his uncle Victor in Chicago

· Victor: a spindly, beak-nosed bachelor of forty-three

· all the Foggs have a penchant for aimlessness and reverie, for sudden bolts and lenthy torpors

· they imagined countries together with new rules

· Victor imagined a lot, e.g. for Marco’s name

· his speeches were bluster and hot air

· when Marco got fourteen, Victor married

· Marco spent three years at Anselm’s Academy for Boys

· when he came home, Victor was seperated from his wife

· Victor joined in a band, the „Moon Men“

· Marco left for New York

· he came to New York in fall of 1965, when he was eighteen years old
· his name: his ancestor’s name had been Fogelman, but the name was truncated to Fog in the immigration office
· 1907 the second g was added ( Fogg

· Marco and his Uncle imagine a lot about this name:

· Marco is for Marco Polo (first Europea to visit China)

Stanley is for the American Jounralist who had tracked down Dr. Livingston in Africa

Fogg is for Phileas Fogg who traveled around the worl in 80 days

Really: his mother liked ‘Marco’, his grandfather’s name had been ‘Stanley’ and Fogg was only a mismor

Why do people start to write their own autobiography?

I suppose that everone thinks his story is something special, and of course, for oneself the own story is special. So people think they have to write their story down to let the world know this story. And of course when your story is held on in a book then it’s part of literature and part of the world’s story.

Today a lot of famous people think like that and write their autobiography for example Dieter Bohlen, Stefan Effenberg, Nadja ab del Farrag and so on.

What kind of narrator do you find in the novel?

The story is told from Marco’s on point of view. He tells this story like heself is: disordered and confused. The reader gets the impression that Marco always tells these things that have just come into his mind only an instant before.  

In some situations he describes a lot and the reader gets every detail (the encounter with Kitty,  Mr Effing’s interview). There are some other situations he isn’t sure about the details and sometimes he isn’t even sure that this really happened (when he was examined for the armee). This different emphasis in describing parts of his life, the reader is able to catch these things which are important for him.

Try to find some basic facts about Paul Auster.

The name of the main character in Paul Auster's novel "Moon Palace" is Marco Stanley Fogg. 
This name the author didn't chose randomly. Its meaning embodies Fogg's social determination, or at least he assumes that. By referring each part of his name to famous adventurers M.S.Fogg tries to find an explanation to his own identity. He imagines himself as an adventurer whose determination is to make a piece of art out of his life. 
Throughout the book his name reminds the reader of Marco's time with his uncle who had been the first one to invent stories about Marco's name. Having such an outstanding name he also used to have problems especially in his school years. So he decided to leave just the short form of his name using only his initials, M.S.. 
In college people pointed out that MS was an illness which results in physical consumption. This can be seen as a metaphor for Marco's development throughout the book. Several times he manages to overcome his mental consumption, but he always returns to his seemingly predetermined path. His name as a whole mirrors his character in all its different shades. It shows us his dreamlike, his pessimistic and his vulnerable aspects; introduces us to his inner variety. 



Paul Auster was born in Newark, New Jersey, in 1947 to middle class parents. After attending Columbia University he lived in France for four years. Since returning to America in 1974, he has published poems, essays, novels and translations. 
 
"Becoming a writer is not a 'career decision' like becoming a doctor or a policeman. You don't choose it so much as get chosen, and once you accept the fact that you're not fit for anything else, you have to be prepared to walk a long, hardroad for the rest of your days."


